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Cornish
Blair Thompson Constitutional
Chair, Cornwall Strategic faership Convention
Cornwall Council SENEDH KERNOW
Treyew Road
TRURO
Kernow

10" May 2008.

DearBlair,

| am writing in response to the invitation to advise the process of forming the Sustainable
Communities Strategy.

| am struck by aumber of assumptions which rather undermine the concept of sustainability. For

Ayaidl yOSsz LI NI 2F (KS Owebdkophe s of thél WaildSti&ayhi a dz3 3 S 3
share and teach, a place where we welcome people and new ideas with opierfliath yes! But

surely, Cornwall is a place which wishes to play a full and vibrant part in the affairs of the World, to
SyO2dz2N» 3S Ada OAGAT Sya (2 LISNOSA@S GKSYyasSt @gSa |
Ekewhere, it is aspirationalé A GF GSR GKI G0 ¢S gARY OQKWzZAY Ag @i € St F
leadership in innovation, technology and discovery. So, the Cornish relationship with the World will

be a twoway affair, absorbing and contributing.

Equally, in global terms, the strategynepletely fails to acknowledge the existence of, or our

responsibilities to, the Cornish diaspara growing global community of people for whom Cornwall

plays a special part in referenciitgidentity and culture. Very many Cornish people sustain family
ySig2Nl a | ONraa O2yiUAySyda FYR FNRY 2yS KSYA&aLKS
and widely heard programming is via its wgd & SRNIWg | £ { . /THe CofrisDpreSddc on

the Web is more than substantial, especially in comparisasther regions of similar size. This scale

is enriched by the complexity and depth of engagement evidenced on the Web.

The only timein the visionary sectigrihat the notion of Cornwall playing a role in the World is
when we identify it as a market plade. doing so it is important to encourage understanding that
markets are not simply places where one goes to boldly sell what has not been produced before.
They are places and communities which develop a relationship at many levelsthétiplaces and
communities.Trade is an outcome of relationships, not the other way ab®ag important element

in all this is to focus upon relationshipdecause, out of good relationships with other places and
communities emerge opportunities for business, culturall@ange, mutual support, broadening
understanding and influencing affairs on wider planes.

| must say that | spent some time in an eminently boring meeting yesterday studyingitre aiss

and objectives of Cornwall Council, which emblazon every daffideneeting room | ask myself

what is so wrong with them that we have to change them. In particular, | note the @t oN2 Y 2 (i A y 3
Comwalltothe Worl@@® ¢ KAad Aada A2YSOKAYy3 6S KI @S R2yS aAyoO!
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port that welcomed Herodots, andearly Christian sainfsuch as the tismelting, boozing and
yarnspinning St Piraimade their way to Cornwall as a focal pofatspiritual trading stationtjor
delivering the key cultural and spiritual messages which have underpinned Eurdpéiaation for
nearly 2000 yearsCornwall was, and remains an intrinsic part of networks and relationships which
transcend state boundaries and even continents. We must not lose sight of this. We should allow it
to influence and shape our administratiosyr advocacy (particularly within the UK), and our
perceptions.t is an intrinsically Cornish habit, and we should ensure that we embrace within our
contemporary enabling strategies the means to be able to fulfil our potential in the affairs of the
World. *

LQY y2i 2c2dN Ri KL 0¥ AKXy yAaSGNIR NI § x@midlagt SOG NA O f
transport systems and digital conned @PANT 8SFESG/K W I Ay 3 A Y T idvdetitoh 2y F YR
the nub of the cultural dimensions of world citizenshigthe Cornish contextt K 82 #Wf SO0 A @S OA &
certainly omits any sense of looking outward, of bonding the global Cornish community, of

dedicating endeavour to making the World a place in harmpagd yet, we are the creators of

Shelterbox; we have suessfully rekindled our minority language; we hawd/arld Heritage Site

based upon our engineering and mining leadership; we have a wade community we entice

millions of people to come here each year from all over the World; we are a living placelaune

2y GKS 2S6T 6S IINB tSFRAY3I NBaSINOK FyR | OliAz2y A
university in a State which is reducing its number of universities, on a model which respects and

nurtures postindustrial settlement patterns andfiistyles; we are world class engineers and

thinkers, and we have a rich, growing indigenous culture founded in an ethnicity which is open and

inclusivec where is the celebration Blair?

The trouble is that this whole exercise gives a very strong impress$igdancing tentatively, nay

coyly, around the clasped handbag of identity and culture, unwilling to signal whose bag it is or what
lies inside, or which brave discpeen will dare to pick it up and openligernow bys Vykken

those three words are theision statement for the collective future of Cornwall. The overriding

sense which steams off the SCS to me is one of

uDENALD ENTAL

The most important things to say about Cornwall are that it is where it is, it is surrounded by sea
whichconnects it to the world and makes the wind blow from three directions at once, and it shapes
all those who live here, no matter for how short a time, to be inevitably Coqikl environment
moulds people to it so that they can survive and prospermufwish to achieve the fine (if bland)
aspirations of the SCS then it is vital to acknowledge the interplay between people and environment
¢ it is that interplay which lies at the root of culture, and, in Cornwall, the shape, location, elements
and currens, rock and soil, rain and wind, seasons and shadomisich make all those who survive

! 1t may have escaped your notice, but the last Secretary of the European Commission was David Williamson, a
Cornishman. We also just opened the Leach Pottery, at the ceremonies for which we heard leading Japanese

artists and officials call for a renewedrzkridge of understanding and exchange between Kernow and Japan
W.NAYy3 Al 2yHQ 6Fa (GKSe ale Ay {O020ftFryR GKS&S RI&aHOd
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and prosper here bonded into an ethnic community which, for the sake of elegance and poetic
simplicity we should describe as

CORNISH

In those terms | think it is velfymiting and lacking in confidence to suggest that we, the Cornish, in

an age of communication and information, when our culture and its expressions (art and creativity)

stand amongst the bestinthe Wofld K2 dz2f R 6S al @Ay 3 ¢S yaakhiedingY S| & dzNB
WGKS 060Sad |l dz tf kisisdh comnfarafivé, &nd takes awdy Kr&n the Yed) Ehallenge,

which is to establish a way of life that sustains, inspires and stimulates people and communities and

which is compared by others to their owifiyou wish to be distinctive, then you set the

benchmarks, others follow. Your draft document is so unambitious!

The assertivetatementl 6 2 dzii W|j dzhidediséridus BuBstidnd 6F éSphilosophical nature

about what we mean by qualitivlost peoplelook at Cornwall, for one reason or another, and
perceive that we have a rich quality of lifen the collective vision (which you assert has been
WINSSR OXRABNYoNVABR GKS NBEFSNBYRAZYKHOXZ GKS ¢2NR
guestions. These questions are of profound importance at a maitria globallife when we are
collectivelyconsidering the challenges of climate change and oil depletion. For environmentalists,
the concept of carrying packaged commodities home in the boot of a feralineered, carbon

emitting, resourceconsuming 4x4 in a plastic bag to a centraliyated, offthe-shelf brickbuilt

estate house precisely one metre distant from neighbours either side, with manicured gravel and
plastic pots populated with Bonsai shryissHell! And yet, for a consumer this is quatjtsn

expression of prosperity; a set of physical circumstances which give rise to feelings of harmony and
happiness. But then we find a conflict between the consumer and the environmentalist, which is all
too often played out within the individual consciousness, and which certainly lies at the heart of our
contemporary social discours€his internal discourse asks serious questions about what we mean
by quality and beauty.

LY FalAy3a é6KIGe@SAYSrEy DI Sydeak sbieloBtheiashiratip@sysét A R S NJ
outin the Strategywouldcomt 6 dzi0S (2 ¢KI G LIS2LX S GKAYyl 2F & |
W2 LISy G2 yS¢ YIEN]Sda F2N 2 drEsauappiosinfobusBesd S & SNIIA C
GKAOK A& lo62dzi GKS a2NIl 2F WKdzadftS FyR ddzaidt SQ ¢
. SAFAAYWSR dzLJ IYVSR yG2 yiykS Qil 2RIGBQa tATFS Oy 0SS 20SNYE
the exclusion of contemplation and tranditif. Contributing to community and economic success,

’tAaGSy G2 aAald]l tleyiSNDRa YSNy2¢ oea xel11S8ys 2NI[SiQa
.2YONYT adal T aSAGEEYIORAZYFAYQBEI YK YYSSKAITK Ay {26S02T (
translation of The Ordinalia, directed by the late Dominic Knutton, at the Pleyn an Gwarry at St Just; read the

work of Nick Darke, Mercedes Kemp, Simon Parker, Pol Hodge, Paul FarreH&teCarl Grose; touch the

work of David Kempg and so on; do so because the rest of the world does!

*W. NRIFROF&aGAY3 S may. . / wl RA2 n
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sustaining local businesses, volunteering, participating and being a good citizen are all veryqworthy

but, making the most of the one life we have to do things which make it feel fulfilled and well spent

also means taking time to look at things, to think, to laugh and to otherwise feel, to interact with

people, other beings and things in ways, and at times, which we choose. Lividgsigaedbuilt

SY @A NB Y Y Sycdurage us @Rnteréct with ourhed K 6 2 dzZNBR | ysRggedts thay'ttey A G & Q
individual and individual expression and needs are to be frowned uiesigned outThis latter

thought leaves me full of dreaglit sounds like the sort of thinking which went on it post

revolutionary Moscow (seBr Zhivago: Pasternak). What chance for Gaudi (Barcelona), or for Peter
Lanyon (see Porthleveat Tate, St Ives).

It is absolutely right to communicate, to develop markets and products to sell in them, and to be
good citizens and to apply principles ofcellent design to everything we do. It is also right that we
should offer through our strategies the opportunity to citizens to live as hermits if they wish, to be
silent in contemplation, to live with what is rather than to manipulate elements in a dedigrayc

to reserve the right to make choices which favour individuality at times when that is right. What the
Sustainable Communities Strategy needs to strive for is to offer an environment to citizens wherein
they can achieve a positive balance betwélee competing demands of individuality and social
responsibility.

What worries me about the visionary statements is that they represent an inferred superficiality in

our appreciation of what life is for the individual to whom it is the most precious alésetcrass in

GKS SEGNBYS (G2 &L 27F KI @A ydtisla hotedmportanyto 6 KA OK
understand that the material and pastoral, the social and individual animal, are components of
consciousness which each need to findapand expression, each need to be taken into account.

Spirituality is not something which we practice in a place gbaged times, it is a fundamental

aspect of being alive, of being conscious, and of having the unenviable challenge of needing to
managesuccessfully a sutonsciouslimension of mental and emotional activity.

How can we offer free conditions in which such a debate can playrowhich people, individually

and collectively, can search for and achieve balance? It is all very well todp#dk dzl t A 1 & Q 2 NJ
Wo S I, tui éaa strategy which is required to provide the handbook for informing judgements

about public expenditure in areas where choices about subjective values (such as quality, beauty,
happiness) are paramoupin a casdy-casebasisallow itself to lay out such an unquantifiable and
aspirational vision.

Turning to beauty, | recall perhaps the greatest speech | have ever heard delivered by a living person

- Carl Skewebounded Reskejeage Quarry, thus, under extant Stannarygrawenting NIREX, a

government agency chged with finding sites to dump nuclear waste, from exploring the mine

workings within the cuilage of the quarry as a potential site for storing (not dumpirigow could |

be so leicographically lax!?)At a presentation by the Kerrier Groundwork Trust at which they

described how they intended to use Derelict Land Grant to remove the waste of generations of
YAYAY3 FTNRY (GKS | NBlI 6KAOK Aad y2¢ 2Afazy 21& O0Ay
quietly spoke about the landscapes of his childhood, made by his father, grandfather and great

grandfather in their toil and endeavour. He spoke of how the colours and the shapes, the steeps and

the bottoms, were his world, how he found out about bravetyoat tenacity, about how to be



respectful of the land and how to walk upon it with care as he explored. He looked Geoff
Wolstencroft straight in the eye, challenged his idealism and his professional diplomacy and asked:

W52 @&2dz ¢AaK ( 8wedpiBg ahNdy thelangdsaapevihish, t&,BadEautiful,

because it is the place made by my people in their struggle to feed the children out of whom | am

spawned, and whose descendants 1, in turn have spawned, and it is the playground in which |

found mys# and by which | define myself. This derelict place is the landscape of my imagination,

it is my piece of the plandtlere | sought to understand what it might be to be dead, and to fly.

Here | dreamed | was Bert Solomon and Roy Jennings. Here | lcsainntyp lAmy Johnson and

pledged my loyalty to General Gordon and Redvers Buller. Here | thought how | would never lose

sight of the sky and | would stand upon the mine and keep watch while my father toiled below.

You know nothing of this. You come and $pefclearance, of making good, of planting

hydrangeas and rhododendraplants from foreign lands which would treat of my heather and

32NBES 4 6SSRad L SELISOG &2dzQR LINBFSNI LIS O201a G2
Himalayas, fill in myarand Canyons, to green the pink dirt and incarcerate the grass beneath

concrete and asbestos. | lay claim to this place as my own, as the place of me and my mates, and

of our fathers when they played here. | want to bring myndchildren here and calm threi

excitement so they might hear the wheezing in the chests and the whistling in windpipes as our

grandfathers struggled for breath through the grip of emphyséma, 2 dz Ol f f (KA a LX I OS W
WRSNBfAOGQT YR @&2dz A aKF FUSNBWBIGE & sA YR 20Ut 2685 KAB S G K A

Needless to say, the area was cleared, serviced and built upon. Where Carl Skheamsplored

now standsRadio Pirate FM, broadcasting daily a programme of music and chatter which reduces
culture to a bland filling of silence togride a commercial base for advertising. Where do young
boys go to explore today®here can the whispers of ghosts be heard upon the evening breeze?

And hereisthe diffultyg A 6 K LJX SRIAYy3I G2 aSOdzNB | Wo S|l dzi A Fdzf |
seeking to do so, you will destroy beauty, and you will create ugliness. When | go to Longdowns,

above Penryn, and stand atop Goodygrane Quarry looking out across the granite bearing moors, | see
rusty galvanise leato sheds in the corners of fields, and mgart leaps at the sign of human

tenacity and at the deep colours of rust. A suburbanist would sweep them away whitstetiggers

and my mindexplores.

Today, | saw and heard a bal maiden in full flq@barse jokes, innuendoes, a raucous love ofdlife

draw laughing faces out of their selbsorption for several minutes queuing at the vegetable stall in

the Pannier Market. Kay Pascoe was in full flood. She is not sentimental about Truro; she is,
AYAGAYyOGAGSt e GKS Tt San&uplinlFher®2ygasiandanix stori&sdf (2 6y @
almostforgotten times of war with ribald observations about the sexual flirtations of young girls with
WY2NB 2dzi GKFIY AYyX WyR yIFIgiKAYQ YdzOK (2 RNBIY |
and theyloved her for it. How, Blair, can you possibly hope to replicate that, or to enable the

spontaneity and imagination of it, the selbnfidence and tenacity of it, by printing a sentence in

bold in a strategy which is simply a manual for guiding publiemdifure.

* Of course, Carl was more direct and poetic than this crude paraphrase. What | recall mbstasf lae spoke
clearly and penetratingly, but scarcely above a whisper. The passion of his intent and meaning caused the
crowded room to fall absorbently silent.



People lift themselves and each other to be their very best. | watched a young man whose workmate

had died. As he visited him during hislastd&y$ &6 & a1 SR (2 &dzlllR2 NI GKS
GKS GAYS OFYSQd ¢g2 éstafvihonbniversygfooffimathiudombste LI ST Y
G2 RSIGKXZ ONBYRSR Ayid2 {0 DS2NBSQa& / KdzZNOK | yR {F
dignity and compassion for her, and he sustained a quiet aafbpnd quiet about her as she

wrestled withconfusing emotions and desperation. What he found in himself that day is quality, it is
beautiful ¢ it is a wealth beyond material prosperjtgnd it was there in a moment of stark

unhappiness.

| find the visionary sentiments (well meant though they arefy superficial. As a guide for the

proper allocation of public finance | think them not only specious but also likely to breed confusion
and conflict and to result in an impossible environment in which choices and decisions can be made.
There will alway®e winners and losers. We struggle to be fair. We talk loudly about equality, and
even louder about protecting diversity (whilst doing our damnedest to eradicate it by promoting
homogeneity and standardisation). If we set our decisions and choices agdii@sa derived from

0KS | &aSoofnhwall will bé &dade infharmony. A prosperous, happy and beautiful place that
fATOAa LIS2LX S ihenwe Gill finditSeryNdffigus td Bnd cossandu®, and we will set

one set of perceptionsgainst another, and will achieve neither success or failure.

Bob Dylan wrote:

dz00S&aa tA1S FrAfdNB
y2 &4dz00Saa d FffoQ

We should consider this enigmatic statement and ask ourselves if it is not better to be more prosaic,
andless evangelical in our aspirations, and thereby to set ourselves tasks which are more likely to
encourage consensus and to promote things which can be seen as good and positive by one and all.

2 KSy @&2dz aLiFI212 GAMAtySitagd 2y far weNJormishlthéZbctpfirdgf thef | Yy R Q
galvanise sheds of their forefathers are their story, their context, their culthegr paktte and their

f I YRAOKLIS® ¢ 2dzNJ 2 LIS NI ( payilig pasgeyigard to ved SvhealBasy dr I { S G K €
ReskejeageTheyR2 Yy Qi & G2 LI | i whall yauNigcidelty HeRea 16 Bedutify

and for whom and by whose judgement

You speak of understandingh S LJi Kaspirakidhs ofocal people, both as individuals and as

members of communities, across allsyf R& 2 F. OR th&dthsinand, & iQa struggle against
dismissiveness, denial, aggression and spite for the Cornish, as an ethnic group, and as an indigenous
British people, to gain the dignity of statistical visibility, the protection of the Ratations Act, the

right to be treated fairly and openly at work-he pseudescience of race relations is now coming to

consider the verbal, the linguistic botlylk, the lookg as being manifestations of racism. So they

may be. So too is it true to s#lyat it is nmore difficult to act (as Ringde8r opined) naturallyf one is
selfO2yad0A2dza | 02dzi 2ySQa aLISSOKI KdzY2dz2NE | &4adzyLJiA

®He was the victimof aneedie G A O1 G ¢NBfA&1S | 2aLIA (gedfd47gdd2 RASR 2F |
something about that!
‘P2 B8 aAiyda BSNEREIHRQ [ MidyBokimian . | 01 | 2YS$
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and so on. Culturally this can be isersly inhibiting. This is an everyday parbefng Cornish. How
will the SCS address this issue?

| find myself turning back to the vision and aims of Cornwall County Council as they stand. What is
wrong with the vision:

Wi AGNRY3 adzaidlAylrofS O2YYdzyAide F2NJ h

It is a vision which leaves contentious issues of subjective judgement out of the direction and leaves

the debates about the purpose and outcomes of investments to be considered on-ay:ease

basis, on merit, and in the context of both the situatiordahe moment. It is a well considered,

widely framed visionary statement which offers both flexibility and direction but does not intrude or
RAOGIFGS Ay (GKS gle& GKIFIG GKS LINPLIR2ASR @QAaA2Yy YAIK
gotcA G brdkel Qi

To provide leadership and deliver excellent services to
all the people of Cornwall by:

Aims:

U

: B Bein
Improving Fostering " a strategglc,

individual the success: 4 Fapa ambitious,
development of all our & : Cornwall to | |5ccountable and
and well communities/8 A\ the world well-managed
being ' coundil

#Promoting

History is a gathering process. It does not start whenva oleserver suddenly opens higes, or a

new participant takes up his mace. It is a classic political trick to rewrite history to suit the mythology

of one party or another, but it is natue. Simply rewriting perfectly adequate visionary statements

F2NJ GKS al 1S 2F 060SAy3a aSSy G2 tSI@S 2ySQa YIN] A
that Boris Johnson and Ken Livingstone sat down and had a long talk about things the idéneafte

London Mayoral election. It was a mark of maturity on both their parts that this could happen. The
boastfulness of a lone and stupid BNP man was summarily ignored and the interests of people,

community and common sense prevail&hange is not an esstial process but one which is

sometimes necessary to address complacency or altered circumstances. We should beware of
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allowing a mentality of change to distract us from understanding what is qualitative and valuable
both about life and about public séces. Smetimes, leaving well alone is a wise and mature course.
| see no evidence of a debate about the present vision and aims which has phexaasé for

changec just a hasty desire to use ink on a blank page without any hope of a poem emerging!

| stongly commend the Strategic Partnership and all other actors to ask themselves whether

continuing and adopting the present vision and aims of Cornwall Council is not the best course, and

to conduct a clear, open and rigorous exercise to test the vakldhityapplicability of the present

aims and vision to the needs of the next 20 years. One thing is certain. The present vision and aims

were formed to provide a foundation upon which to deliver services and to be creative and

accountable for the publicfunds KA OK LJ- &84 GKNRdzZAK GKFG AyadaAiddziaiz
shouldaskthemselves in evaluating responses to this consultation whether the proposed changes

will be as robust and accommodating as the present ones. In the present jargon, whinbrare

SMART?

I think if you lost the rainbow background things might appear a great deal more clear than perhaps
they do now!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkx

Inowturntothestratdd A O A &dadzS&4 WARSYGATASRQO®

| do not propose to work through these as nyaare self evident. Some, whilst of importance, affect

a very small number of people. We must take care to avoid, in highlighting particular concerns, not
creating the perception that there is a general problem. For instance, whilst there is a general
sertiment that communities are fragmenting and that some individuals may feel isolated, it is also
the case that there is much community bonding activity, much desire to participate in community life
and that most communities make effort to embrace people wiight experience isolation, for

instance, people who are bereaved.

We should not ignore the very significant amount of voluntary activity undertaken by very many

people, some through formal bodies, much as individual and usually unheralded, actionspkave

much time in recent months investigating the work afid extolling the merits of Truro Railway Club.

{2YS 3JftA0 204ASNBSNAEX AyOftdzRAY3 2FAYy |1 2YSas GKS F
premises without thought or remedial gesture, miglanclude that this is a private drinking club. It

does have a bar, and it does sell cheap beer. But, it also has 400 members of all ages. The

subscription is a constitutional nicety, and, at £10 per year, is neither excluding nor prohibitive. The

Club suports a range of activities and teams, raises substantial sums for charitable puraondes,

provides a focal point for the lesgell-advantaged community of Trufo

" A community living in Wards which were mysteriously discounted as deprived or poor by the Objective 1

t NEANF YYS WoSOI dza S (is&us rgoidso cdngidertadiiemidve tolvaydS a upiy A

Fdzi K2NAGe A& GKS LINRLISyaadge FyY2y3ad Ylye (2 RAAONRYAy
SOSNRBGUKAY3A YR RSyeAy3a 2G4KSNA FffHQ
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From St Ives Times & Echd, 9
May 2008.

How will the SCS

engage with, respect

and learn from such

peoplel a Whfavé 1 I Q
intend to design such
expressions of

individuality out of our
society?



